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WELCOME!
The quarterly AEAA e-newsletter
provides you with updates, news,
views and insights on elections and
election management in countries
across Africa. In this latest edition,
we bring you an overview of election
news from the 3rd quarter (July to
September) of 2022.
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2022 GENERAL ELECTIONS IN KENYA: AN OVERVIEW

Kenyans line up to vote at a polling centre in Kilimani, Dagoritte North Constituency

On 9th August 2022, the Republic of Kenya held its seventh general and local
government elections since the return to Constitutional rule in 1991. This election also
counts as its third general election since the promulgation of its Constitution in 2010.
Kenyan voters went to the polls to vote for their President, Deputy President,
Governors, Senators, National Assembly members, Women Representatives and
Members of the County Assemblies of Kenya.
The official list of cleared presidential candidates was as follows:
• David Waihiga Mwaure, leader of the Agano Party
• George Wajackoyah, leader of the Roots Party of Kenya
• Raila Odinga, leader of the Orange party
• William Ruto, leader of the United Democratic party
Generally, the election process went smoothly, with only a few hitches; some
constituencies had their elections postponed due to reasons like errors on ballot
papers, security concerns and deaths of candidates. By the end of the election
process, the IEBC announced a 65.4% voter turnout, representing over 14 million
registered voters. William Ruto received 50.5% of the total number of votes cast
(7,176,141), followed closely by Raila Odinga with 48.8% (6,942,930).
On 15th August, the Independent Electoral and Boundaries Commission (IEBC) declared
William Ruto, then the Deputy President of Kenya, the winner of the presidential
election.

Mr Ruto’s victory was met with some opposition, with several petitions filed at the Kenyan
Supreme Court challenging the results announced by the IEBC chairperson, Mr. Wafula
Chebukati. A number of IEBC commissioners also held a press conference registering their
dissent against the results and the tallying process. However, a number of civil society
groups, such as the Kenyan Elections Observation Group (ELOG), supported the
Commission’s tallies and cited its verification process as credible. Most significantly, on 5th
September, the Supreme Court dismissed all petitions filed and declared that Mr Ruto
was elected properly, upholding his victory.
William Ruto was officially sworn in as President of the Republic of Kenya on 13th
September 2022.

Candidate and Political Party agents observing the polls at a Polling Stream in St. George’s School, Nairobi

Sorting and counting of ballot papers at a polling station in Nairobi, Kenya

A SHOW OF AFRICAN SOLIDARITY: THE AAEA AT THE
2022 GENERAL ELECTIONS IN KENYA

AAEA delegation at the Kilimani Polling Centre in Dagoritte North Constituency, Nairobi

At the invitation of Mr Wafula Chebukati, Chairperson of the Independent Electoral and
Boundaries Commission (IEBC) of Kenya, the AAEA sent a delegation of members to
lend support, and show solidarity, during the 2022 General Elections in August.
The AAEA is a continental non-partisan, autonomous and independent organisation
that exists to foster cross-learning, information-dissemination, resource-sharing,
standard-setting, and technical assistance across Electoral Management Bodies
(EMBS) in Africa; build capacities of member EMBs to administer free and fair elections
in their respective countries; hold each other accountable to best practice in elections
management; and wield an influential, global voice on elections.
In May 2022, at a meeting of the Executive Committee of the AEAA, it was agreed that
a Solidarity Mission should be undertaken to Kenya ahead of its general elections, as
part of the Association’s efforts to strengthen Electoral Commissions across Africa.
The mission’s aim was to demonstrate solidarity and lend any possible support to the
IEBC Chairperson, Mr. Chebukati.
The mission, the first of its kind to be undertaken by the AAEA, was highly successful.
The delegation held meetings with the leadership of the Independent Electoral and
Boundaries Commission (IEBC) as well as other key institutions like the National
Cohesion and Integration Commission (NCIC), National Youth Dialogue and the Election
Observers Group (ELOG).

Members of the delegation also visited selected Polling Centres in Nairobi, and the
National Results Tallying Centre in Bomas, to observe ongoing proceedings. All in all, the
delegation remarked that the conduct of the elections was orderly, credible and
peaceful.
The solidarity mission was led by the Chairperson of the Electoral Commission of
Malawi, Justice Dr. Chifundo Kachale. Other members of the delegation included the
Chairperson of the National Electoral Commission of Rwanda, Professor Mbada Kalisa;
Chairperson of the National Elections Commission of Liberia, Madam Davidetta A. T
Browne Lansanah; the Chairperson of the Electoral Commission of Sierra Leone, Mr.
Mohamed Konneh; and Mr. Samuel Tettey, Deputy Chairperson of the Electoral
Commission of Ghana.
The Mission was supported by the African Union and the European Centre for Electoral
Support (ECES).
Below are photos of the AAEA delegation's activities in Kenya.

Members of the AAEA delegation observing the polling stream at the Kilimani Polling Centre

Members of the AAEA delegation observing Presidential Elections results tallying at the National Tallying
Centre (NTC) in Bomas, Nairobi

Members of the AAEA delegation, European Centre for Electoral Support (ECES) and the IEBC in the NTC
in Bomas, Nairobi

A BRIEF OVERVIEW OF 3RD QUARTER ELECTIONS ACROSS AFRICA

Republic of the Congo
National Assembly Elections
In July 2022, the Republic of Congo held its parliamentary elections in two rounds; the
first on 10th July, and the second on 23rd July to fill the remaining seats.
The ruling party of the Republic, the Congolese Party of Labour, won a majority of the
parliamentary seats, 115 out of a total of 151.
The electoral observation missions of the African Union (AU) and the Economic
Community of Central African States (ECCAS) stated in their preliminary report,
published on 12th July that, “Notwithstanding some failures, the election was peaceful
without major incidents.”

Senegal
National Assembly Elections
Senegal held its parliamentary elections on 31st July, 2022.
The ruling coalition, which includes President Macky Sall’s party, Alliance for the
Republic, finished first in the polls, winning 82 out of the 165 seats in the National
Assembly seats. Voter turnout was pegged at 46.6%, as declared by the Constitutional
Council.
According to international observers from the Economic Community of West African
States (ECOWAS) and the Collective of Civil Society Organisations for the Elections
(COSCE), the vote was peaceful and transparent.

Angola
Presidential & National Assembly Elections
Angola held its general election on 24th August, 2022. The ruling party, the MPLA, was
declared winner by the National Electoral Commission, handing the sitting President,
Joao Lourenco, a second term in office.
According to the official results, the ex-Marxist People's Movement for the Liberation
of Angola (MPLA) won a 51.17% majority while its opponent, the National Union for the
Total Independence of Angola (UNITA) received 43.95%.

Local observers noted that the elections were free, while the Southern African
Development Community (SADC) Electoral Observer Mission stated that the
environment was “calm and peaceful with no political and security risk that could
adversely affect the conduct of elections”. The European Union said in a statement
that the elections were conducted in a “peaceful environment”, and that it is “aware of
the complaints by the opposition and civil society on some shortcomings in the
electoral process”, urging “the election authorities to…respond to them in a fair and
transparent manner”.

São Tomé and Príncipe
National Assembly and Local Government Elections
On 25th September, 2022, São Tomé and Príncipe held its national assembly, regional
and local government elections.
In São Tomé on Sunday, voters went to the polls to vote for the 55 members of the
National Assembly and the mayors of their 5 constituencies, while in Príncipe, the votes
are being cast for the National Assembly and their local government.
The election is being monitored by 100 international observers.

UPCOMING ELECTIONS AT A GLANCE

OCTOBER
Lesotho
General Elections
General elections are scheduled to be held in Lesotho on 7th October, 2022. All 120
members of the National Assembly, the lower house of Parliament, are expected to be
elected. The date was confirmed in a notice published on 20th July, signed by the
Director of Elections of Lesotho’s Independent Electoral Commission, Mr Mpaiphele
Maqutu. The announcement came after King Letsie III dissolved parliament, in line with
the procedure to prepare for new elections.

NOVEMBER
Equatorial Guinea
General Elections
Equatorial Guinea is expected to hold general elections on 20th November, 2022, to
elect its President, Chamber of Deputies, Senate and municipal government. While the
President is elected via a first-past-the-post system, where the candidate with the
most electoral votes wins, the Chamber of Deputies and the Senate are elected by
closed-list proportional representation based on 19 electoral districts.

DECEMBER
Tunisia
Parliamentary Elections
Tunisia will hold parliamentary elections on 17th December, 2022 to elect the third
Assembly of the Representatives of the People. This election will take place using a new
electoral system and with a reduced number of representatives, as announced by
President Kais Saied on 16th September, 2022. Whereas before, the 216 members of
the Assembly were elected via a closed-list proportional representation system in 33
multi-member constituencies, in the upcoming elections, a reduced number of 161
members will be elected using a two-round system in single-member constituencies.

UPCOMING AAEA EVENTS

Virtual meeting of the Executive Committee of the AAEA:
Thursday 6th October, 2022

Meeting of the Executive Committee and the General
Assembly of the AAEA: November 2022

Virtual seminar on the new Results Transmission System:
November 2022

FROM THE SECRETARIAT

About the AAEA
The Association of African Election Authorities is a peer-to-peer network
of Heads of Election Management Bodies (EMBs) of African countries. The
Association was formed in 1996. It currently comprises 45 members.
The AAEA Secretariat is hosted by the Electoral Commission of Ghana.

Vision
The vision of the AAEA is of the African continent established as a beacon
of democracy where national electoral processes preserve, provide for,
and protect the right of citizens to free, fair, and peaceful elections.
The AAEA therefore envisions itself as a platform of peers, where, through
cross-learning, information dissemination, resource-sharing, and technical
assistance, EMBs in Africa are supported, challenged, and resourced to
administer elections in their countries professionally, fairly, and costeffectively.

Mission Statement
The AAEA exists to foster cross-learning, information-dissemination,
resource-sharing, and technical assistance across Elections Management
Bodies (EMBs) in Africa; build capacities of member EMBs to administer free
and fair elections in their respective countries; hold each other accountable
to best practice in elections management; and wield an influential, global
voice on elections.
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